From: Bridge of Hope, Rachel Thomas Steadman <rachelts@bridgeofhopeinc.org>
Sent: Wednesday, June 12, 2024 4:00 PM
Subject: Celebrating each milestone strengthens each step
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CHURCHES RESPOND. MOMELESSNESS ENDS. MOPE BEGINS.

Celebrating each milestone strengthens each step

When housing was found for Mercedes* and her children, they realized the place needed
some work. Her Neighboring Volunteers knew helping to prepare the home was a way they
could support Mercedes and give the landlord a break as well.

Once Mercedes and her children moved in, her Neighboring Volunteers wanted to help them
feel celebrated in their new home! Mercedes expressed that having a house blessing
ceremony would be quite meaningful for her.

The Pastor of the Neighboring church happens to be one of the Neighboring Volunteers, so
he met with Mercedes beforehand to invite her ideas and to make sure she would be
comfortable with their plan.

Mercedes and her children, along with her sister and the Neighboring Volunteers gathered at
the house. The Pastor led the ceremony, including blessing each room of the house.
Afterwards, they all shared a potluck meal and had cake to also celebrate her daughter’s
birthday.

It's moments like these, celebrating each milestone along the way, that help families feel
supported on their journey of ending homelessness!




Rachel Thomas Steadman

Program Director Ty Williams

Church Engagement Director

The Annual Golf Classic is coming up on July 23, 2024 at Foxchase Golf Club in
Stevens, PA! For signup information, visit: https://bridgeofhopeinc.org/annual-golf-
classicl/.

Program needs

Housing in rural Coatesville/Honeybrook, 2-3 bedrooms
Housing in Twin Valley School District, 2-3 bedrooms
Churches in Coatesville, PA to partner with us and form groups of Neighboring

Volunteers
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Physical Address: 1 North Bacton Hill Road, Suite 100, Malvern, PA
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 304, Exton, PA 19341
chestercounty.bridgeofhopeinc.org | 610.280.0280
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